A STUDY OF THE BOOK Of
JOHN
Dear Friends,
This Bible study is designed to help you come to a greater understanding of who Jesus Christ is and what His love for you means.
You should begin this Bible study by reading the chapter in your Bible, then answer the questions, and finally read the notes that correspond to the chapter. (The study uses the N.I.V. version of the Bible for the references and notes.)
Ask the Lord to help you understand His Word as you study. May the Lord bless you as you draw closer to Him.
If you have any questions or comments about this study please feel free to write:
This Bible study may be reproduced without cost, but please let me know how you will be using it.
JOHN - CHAPTER 1
1. All attributes of God are also attributes of Christ. John intended that his entire Gospel should be read with this in mind. List some of the attributes of Christ you find in the first 18 verses.

2. What great privilege can we receive from Christ as shown in John 1:12?
 
3. When Jesus saw the two disciples following Him, He asked, "What do you want?" If Jesus asked you that question, what would you answer?

4. The disciples went and spent that day with Jesus. (See verses 39-41) When they left, the first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah." Why do you think Andrew now believed that Jesus was the Messiah?
Find what Jesus said about Nathanael's character (John 1:47). How would others describe your character?
JOHN - CHAPTER 1
There is a threefold theme in chapter 1 which runs throughout the book of John. (1) Jesus is the unique Son of God. (2) He is rejected by the unbelieving majority, and (3) accepted by the believing minority. John the Baptist accurately saw Jesus not only as the Lamb of God, but as Savior of the world.
John deliberately opens his Gospel with the words "In the beginning..." and introduces Christ with "was the Word." Moses, the author of Genesis, used " In the beginning God..." to start the first book of the Bible. With this phrase Moses leads us forward into time and creation, while John goes backward to before creation into the far reaches of eternity. This opening shows us that Jesus Christ is united with God in eternity and in creation.
"Word" in verse 1 is the term which John uses to designate Jesus Christ (See John 1:14 ). "Word" (Greek "logos") had a very technical meaning in that day. It was used in Greek philosophy to indicate the "first cause" of creation. "First cause" is the essential difference in world views of creation today. Are we created by random chance and over-lapping accidents as evolutionists would have us believe? Or are we created by God, through His plan and for His purpose? Evolution has become the choice of modern day thought and is assumed to be based on clear scientific thinking. However, the theory of evolution has no "first cause." Therefore, the theory of evolution is also based on the principle of faith. Faith, that is, in the ability of nothing to create and sustain life as we know it. In this study of the book of John, the Christian world view is clearly stated throughout these chapters.
John wrote this Gospel for one purpose, as stated in John 20:31, "...that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ (Messiah), the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name."
John the Baptist was the son of a priest and counted as one himself. John, the apostle and author of this book, was a disciple of John the Baptist. Notice that when the Pharisees, priests, and Levities come to question John the Baptist they never ask to see Jesus (John 1:19-24). Note also that John considered himself, "As a voice calling in the desert" (John 1:23). Do you ever see yourself as a voice willing to speak the truth of Jesus?
Chapter 1 contains the first few days of Jesus' public ministry. The first two men were called to Jesus with the words, "Come and you will see" (John 1:40-45). This is the beginning of Jesus' earthly ministry with His disciples.
JOHN - CHAPTER 2
1.In this chapter do you think Mary is in tune with the mind of her Son? Explain your answer.
2. Jesus said in John 2:4, "My time has not yet come." What do you think His time was?
3. What impressed you about the servant in verses 7-10? How would you have reacted in a similar situation?
4. The Jewish leaders asked for a miraculous sign John 2:18. Why didn't Jesus show them one?
5. Look at what Jesus says about the temple in John 2:19. What is He referring to? (See John 2:21-22.) How were these words used by others? Look at these passages - Matt. 27:40, Mark 14:58, and Acts 6:14.
JOHN - CHAPTER 2
Jesus did many miracles over the course of His earthly ministry. (See John 21:25.) The Bible only records some of those miracles. John always uses the word "sign" linked with miracles. These miracles are meant as "signs" to point to a particular spiritual teaching. Jesus never put much faith in the mere working of miracles to bring people to an understanding of who He was. (See John 2:23-25.)
In this chapter we see the first recorded miracle of the changing of water into wine. Besides showing us that Jesus is able to change circumstances and even our very make-up, this miracle also points to what will be a new way of cleansing. The old way was based on ceremonial washing with a legalistic approach to keeping the law. (see John 2:6.) The new way is Jesus' blood shed for all on the cross.
There were two cleansings of the temple. One cleansing took place in the beginning of Jesus' ministry and one at the end as recorded in Luke 19:45. John is the only one who records the first cleansing. In Jesus' time there was great corruption by the priests of the temple. The priests sold unblemished animals to sacrifice for exorbitant prices in the temple courtyard. They had foreigners exchange their money for an ancient Jewish coin and charged a high fee for that service. This corrupt unethical behavior alienated the worshiper, and brought out a righteous anger in Jesus.
Jesus is often depicted in movies as frail and not very physical. However, we see Jesus was a man of intense zeal and concern for the work of His Father. Though Jesus was meek, He was not weak as indicated by John 2:15-16.
The Jewish temple pointed to Jesus. In 70 A.D. the temple was destroyed and has never been rebuilt. Jesus spoke of a new temple in this chapter. Jesus' body was the temple, just as we are a temple when Jesus dwells in one's heart through the power of the Holy Spirit. (See 1 Corinthians 6:19-20.)
JOHN - CHAPTER 3
1. Why do you think Christ immediately talked to Nicodemus about being born again?
2. From John 3 can a person today know whether he or she is born again? How?
3. What reason does Jesus give for people rejecting his teachings in verses 19-20?
4. Give some reasons why John the Baptist rejected his disciples' temptation to feel envy, self-pity, or bitterness toward the ministry of Jesus.
5. How did John the Baptist clearly explain the relationship between God the Father and God the Son? Verses 3:34-36
JOHN - CHAPTER 3
When studying the Bible, it is interesting to examine the different personalities that interacted with Jesus. Remember that Jesus met many people during His earthly ministry. However, there is a reason why certain individuals were selected to be recorded in the Bible. Try to identify yourself with different people and their reactions to Jesus. Jesus always required one thing of those He met, faith.
Nicodemus came in the night, perhaps so that he would not be seen by the other members of the Sanhedrin. Perhaps he didn't want to be disturbed in his conversation with Jesus. He was curious about who Jesus was. He seemed to want to make a deal with Jesus: I'll recognize you as a Rabbi from God and you reinforce me with the truth you know. The Lord showed Nicodemus that he was not even close to understanding who Jesus was or recognizing the truth that He possessed.
The words,"I tell you the truth," always indicate some misunderstanding on the part of the hearer. (See John 3:3.)
Nicodemus came sincerely seeking Jesus for answers. But he came in pride seeking validation of his own belief. So he left with questions and doubts of his own understanding. (We will meet Nicodemus again in our study of John.)
The term "born again" has become a stumbling block for many people today. To be born again means coming to faith in the person of Jesus Christ as seen in John 3:16. When we are born again we understand the significance of the cross and the resurrection. It is by the cross we have conviction and forgiveness of sin. It is by the resurrection we have new life and the ability to follow Jesus in obedience.
Water is often used metaphorically for the word of God. (See Ephesians, 5:26, 1 Peter 1:23.) It is the Holy Spirit who, through the word of God, leads us to the truth of understanding who Jesus is and what He has done for us. When we recognize Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we are set free. We are not stripped of our personality, but rather we have a true and everlasting completion of ourselves in Christ.
JOHN - CHAPTER 4
1. Consider the way Jesus led the Samaritan woman to faith in John 4:1-26. What lessons do you learn about how we should approach a person we want to help spiritually?
2. Give three things which the woman of Samaria needed to know about Jesus. Do you think these things are also necessary in every experience of true Christian conversion?
3. How does "You worship what you do not know" apply to many religious people today?
4. Why do you think the woman's testimony about Jesus was so powerful? Why do you think she was able to bring many to see Him that day?
5. What does "ripe for harvest" mean to you? If we open our eyes do you think the fields today are ripe for harvest? Where? What must we do?
JOHN - CHAPTER 4
At this time the Jewish people were very prejudiced toward the Samaritans, so much so that they would try not to walk through Samaria. To this Samaritan woman at Jacob's well, Jesus revealed some profound statements of truth. He tells her who He is and how we should worship.
It was unusual for a woman to come to the well at noon. This woman was probably embarrassed to come with the other women in the morning. She was probably considered an outcast because of her reputation, yet she became a powerful evangelist. Look at the difference between her departure from Jesus and the silent exit of Nicodemus in chapter 3.
The world thirsts for sex, possessions, pride, and power. The thirst of the world always leads to more thirst. However, the soul's deepest thirst is for love, peace, joy, and meaning to our lives. Those desires can only be satisfied in a personal relationship with the living God. Do you ask the Lord to give you water to quench your deepest thirst?
Jesus will always move us toward the recognition of seeing ourselves as sinners. Never be discouraged by the fact that you are a sinner. What a glorious discovery, when we know we have a Savior who died for our sin. Jesus knew the worst about the woman at the well but still loved her as He does us. She made no excuses about her sin. She looked not at herself but at Him. She left her pot at the well and ran back to the village to tell others. What an example for us! She put away the thoughts of what people would think of her and concentrated on what they would think of Jesus. Look what she was able to do. People poured out of the town to see Jesus. Why did they listen to her? Before meeting Jesus she was a mockery, yet now they listened and came!
In order for a person to come to faith in Christ, someone must witness to them about Jesus. Someone must be willing to step out in faith and share the Gospel message. Then through the power of the Holy Spirit, a person establishes a personal relationship with Christ. This relationship is based upon what Christ has done in their lives. God is then able to speak to them by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit and the power of His living word as revealed in the Bible.
JOHN - CHAPTER 5
1. Why do you think Jesus asked the man, "Do you want to get well?"
2. Jesus claims to be equal with God. Give three phrases about that relationship and its implications contained in John 5:17-20.
3. From John 5:24 what must a person do to know he has eternal life?
4. Give different kinds of witnesses to Jesus from verses 33-40.
5. What reason does Jesus give for man's refusal to believe?
JOHN -CHAPTER 5
In this chapter we see a shift in the focus of Jesus' ministry. The first part of John pointed towards individuals. Now Jesus will begin to focus on larger groups.
In verses 5-15 Jesus seems to be teaching the man in a similar way that he might instruct us. With the word "Arise" He is telling the man to choose to begin a new life. "Take up your bed" means carry your responsibilities. "Walk" means to be willing to move where He calls you. Each of us is sick if we are not reborn in Him. We are helpless to do any work for God until we are willing to recognize our need and have a desire to get well.
Jesus looked for the man after he was healed. Where did he find him? (see verse 14.) Our relationship with our Lord and Savior is personal and no church is necessary for our salvation, however, after we are saved, shouldn't He find us in church? We should be worshiping and growing closer to Him within the body of other believers.
In John 5:17, we see Jesus following the example of His Father. Jesus links His work with His Father's. He says, "Because my Father is working, so too am I." Jesus always has the same thought, purpose, and methods of action as His Father.
Note what Jesus says about Himself in verse 19, explaining that it was not that He could not do anything, but would not. Think about Jesus' submission to His Father in comparison to today's attitude of "I am the master of my own fate."
It is important we understand that to believe in Jesus is the only way to enter into eternal life. When you experience the intimacy of a personal relationship with Jesus, you will be given a work to do for Him. Your first responsibility is to yield to the Holy Spirit drawing you closer to Jesus. You learn about your relationship to the Lord by the study of His Word. He will also give us a work to finish. The goal of your life is to depend completely on Him and trust that He will enable you to complete the work He has given you to do. He teaches us that the more you depend on Him the more He shows you His plan to be a co-laborer with the Father. What a glorious completion of who you are, to have Jesus in control of your life and be part of His plan for eternity.
JOHN - CHAPTER 6
1. Why would Jesus test His disciples with the question, "Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?"
2. From verses 16-21, what did the disciples have to do before they could arrive at their destination? How can you apply this to your own life?
3. What did Jesus say the work of God is? What does it mean to do this?
4. Give a verse or phrase from John 6:35-37 which represents a promise upon which you can rely?
5. How does the passage in John 6:60-71 reveal a crisis in the lives of the disciples of Jesus?
JOHN - CHAPTER 6
Chapters 5 and 6 each begin with a miracle, centered upon the hearer's appropriation of what Jesus had come to give. Jesus wanted the cooperation of His disciples. In the feeding of the five thousand, Jesus would show them how they are to work. Philip took the human level of thought. Jesus wanted Philip to recognize the impossibility of this task on our human level. Each of us, as Philip, must learn that it is only through Jesus that any true work of God can be accomplished. It is then that pride falls away and reverence, worship, and praise take hold in our hearts.
Andrew was always bringing someone to Jesus. Think of the boy who gave what he had to Jesus. He watched it multiply to meet the needs of himself and thousands of others. Think of how the faith of the disciples must have grown as they continued to feed the people.
Look at some of the examples we learn from Jesus in this the first feeding of the multitude.
1. He gave thanks for His food.
2. He had them sit in an organized manner.
3. There was no waste or mess left on the ground.
Many of the people asked for a sign (See verse 30). Today many also have a similar request for some absolute proof or visible miracle. If you want to see a miracle, yield your spirit to the living God of the Universe. It is through Jesus that we receive eternal life. It is a free gift open to all who ask. If you are looking for a miracle, He is before you. In the words of His Bible, you have met the true and everlasting bread of life.
In this chapter we will see four aspects of living the Christian life.
1. The aim of a true Christian (John 6:26-27).
2. The method of working for God (John 6:28-29).
3. The assurance of divine authority in regard to one's faith (John 6:30-33).
4. The experience of fulfillment in the Christian life (John 6:34-40).
John 6 begins the separation of the "bandwagon Christians" and those who would truly believe and follow. To "drink my blood and eat my flesh" is a command that will always separate. To drink His blood is to participate personally in the death of Christ. We must understand that we cannot come before God, who is holy, with sin. We must also realize that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. We can only be cleansed from our sin when we accept God's pardon that He gave as a free gift on the cross. It is by Jesus' blood that we are forgiven and have deliverance from the power of
sin.
The flesh of Jesus represents the new humanity as opposed to fallen human nature. Jesus said, " Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him." (See John 6:56) Eating means dwelling on His Words, taking them in, and acting upon them. Jesus is the Word. (See John 1:1) When you begin to apply His Words to your life by the power of the Holy Spirit, you will begin to reproduce the holy personality of the Lord. To drink His blood is to accept the sacrifice of Jesus' life for yours. You will begin to see Jesus as John the Baptist did when he said, "Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29).
To be a Christian, you must believe that Jesus died on the cross for your sins and the sin of the world. We must also believe in the miracle of a bodily resurrection of Jesus from the dead.
When Jesus asked the twelve if they, too, would leave Him, Peter answered, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe and know that you are the Holy one of God." Is this your answer as well? Do not wait until you know all, for we will never fully understand the glory of God. Take Jesus as He has revealed Himself to you in the book of John. Jesus considers each one of us to be God's gift to Himself. What a glorious privilege to know we are loved by Him.
JOHN - CHAPTER 7
1. Why did Jesus' brothers want Him to go to Jerusalem?
2. Why did Jesus say the world hates Him? Why do you think the world did not hate His brothers?
3. Try to explain in your own words the force of Jesus' argument in John 7:22-24 (see Leviticus 12:3).
4. From verses 17-18 how did Jesus state we can distinguish between one who teaches falsely and one who speaks the truth?
5. The Pharisees looked into Scripture, but they didn't look at Jesus. It's true a prophet would not have come from Galilee, but if they had asked Jesus, He would have told them where He had come from (See Micah 5:2, John 7:41-42, 52). Do you have any questions you would like to ask Jesus? Write them down and pray that He will answer your questions.
JOHN - CHAPTER 7
Six months have passed between John 6 and 7. This chapter opens with controversy and confusion. It takes place on the last and greatest day of the eight day Feast of Tabernacles, the most popular festival of the Jewish calendar. (See John 7:37.) As you read this chapter, see yourself in Jerusalem as one of the participants on this day.
Jesus had four half brothers according to Matthew 13:55. They were James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas. (James is the author of the book of James. Jude, or Judas is the writer of Jude.) At this point John states that none of our Lord's brothers believed in Him. They seem to be saying, if you are truly the Messiah, prove it to the world! (See John 7:4-5). They missed the privilege of being among those who stood with Jesus during His earthly ministry.
Jesus told His brothers in John 7:6, "The right time for me has not yet come." Jesus knew that God's timing is all important in guiding us to where we go and when we go. Our eternal opportunities in life rest with God's timing, which, if you loose, may never return.
Many people today think of Jesus as a good man but never truly think about what He said. Either the claims of Jesus are true, or He is a liar, not a good man. (See John 7:12) Faith in Jesus is a moral rather than an intellectual issue. (See John 7:17) Honest seekers will know He is true. The problem is most believe the cost is too high to truly follow and obey. They try to sit in the middle and hope the decision doesn't have to be made. Unfortunately there is no middle ground. You will find yourself in one group or the other. If Jesus is calling you now, take hold of His promises and yield your will to His. Revelation 3:20 says, "Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me." The time will come when He is no longer available. Each of us is called to act upon the knowledge we have.
How Nicodemus must have wished he had stood more boldly in defense of Jesus. His words in verses 50-51 did cost him some respect in the eyes of the Pharisees. His growing belief will continue to cost him as he comes to understand who Jesus is. The proportion of believers and unbelievers is still approximately the same today as it was in the early church. Followers of Jesus Christ are in the minority, yet if activated by the power of the Holy Spirit, they have a witness that will effect both our nation and the world.
JOHN - CHAPTER 8
1. What might change in your life if you had Jesus' attitude in John 8:28?
2. Try to compare the questions of John 8:33,48, and 53 with questions people might ask today. Are they similar?
3. Give one lesson you have learned from reading John 8.
4. Explain what it means to you to walk in the darkness. What does it mean to walk in the light?
5. Is there something from which you need to be set free? Pray and ask Jesus for truth and strength and let Him set you free!
JOHN - CHAPTER 8
The Pharisees brought the adulterous woman before Jesus as a trap. How would He react when presented with a problem of law verses mercy? If He chose mercy and did not condemn this women for her sin, He would show everyone that He did not follow the laws of Moses. If He chose law and condemned her for her sin, He would no longer be looked on as a loving, merciful leader. Jesus chose to do neither. Jesus knew the sins of the accusers as well as her sin. In John 8:7 Jesus is saying I dispute your qualifications for punishing someone else. They stood in the presence of Jesus and had a sense of their own sinfulness and could do nothing but walk away. The woman also could have walked away. She chose to stay, for she wanted and needed Him. He used a term of respect when He called her "Woman." Jesus looked to the cure of her sin, Himself.
In John 8:12 Jesus reveals that He is the light of the world and the light of life. In Jewish thought light was a supreme manifestation of God's glory. The Rabbis even said the name of Messiah was light.
In John 8:23 Jesus clearly states that He is not of this world. He also tells them the consequence of not believing. The whole of Jewish history was designed so that they would recognize the Messiah. Unfortunately their history is also a downward spiral of rejecting God's leadership and following the sinful leadership of men. Throughout the history of the Old Testament the Jewish leaders had rejected the words of God and His prophets.
The study of the book of John is to help us see that Jesus is who He claimed to be. When Jesus spoke the words of John 8:58 the people considered His statement blasphemy. "I am" is the same designation God used when Moses asked for the name of God. (See Exodus 3:14.) If Jesus were not God Himself, His statement would have been blasphemous. The Jews picked up stones to stone Him because they understood who He claimed to be.
The only condition for salvation is, by the grace of God, to believe that His Son, Jesus, is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Belief always expresses itself in action. True faith is expressed when we keep His words. How can we keep them if we don't read them? When we continue in His word, we enter into the truth of God. Our full personality is revealed through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.
JOHN - CHAPTER 9
1. Record the steps that Jesus used to perform the miracle of healing the blind man. Why do you think Jesus accomplished this man's healing by a series of actions instead of just by a word?
2. Think of the progression of faith the blind man exhibited. See verses 11, 17, and 36. Why do you think the blind man was able to witness so powerfully?
3. What character qualities of Jesus do you see in this passage? Which ones would you like to see developed in your life?
4. If you had to tell someone in your own words who you think Jesus is and what He has done for you, what would you say?
If you are ever asked to defend your faith, always focus upon Jesus. He is the one undeniable truth, both who He is and what He has done for you.
JOHN - CHAPTER 9
Chapter 9 takes place the day after chapter 8. This is the only miracle recorded where the sufferer was afflicted from birth.
The Jewish leaders believed all personal suffering was the result of sin, either personal or from one's parents. Jesus was never concerned with the cause of sin but how to relieve it! We should never delve into secrets of another's life to make cruel surmises. Jesus cared for the person. The Pharisees cared for the concept of why this man was born blind. There is never a pat answer for suffering or any other abuse in this world. We do know that there is a Savior, who knows what it means to suffer.
Jesus always seems to have one thought during His earthly ministry. What does my Father want me to accomplish here? That thought will also be helpful in our daily walk.
The healing of the blind man reveals both inspiring and sad testimonies. Look at the reaction of the Pharisees. They would prefer to have found ways to discredit Jesus and the blind man rather than acknowledge the truth. They chose to be blind to the obvious miracle that was before them. Jesus interfered with their set ideas and authority structure, so they closed their eyes to the obvious.
The parents of the blind man are another sad example. They were more concerned about their standing in the synagogue than the fact that their son now could see. You would think that they would be overjoyed by this miracle. But they were afraid of what man would think rather than what Jesus had done. Then we have the glorious, bold, and inspired testimony of the blind man. Jesus then reveals Himself to the blind man. Jesus never leaves any person alone who witnesses about Him.
The Pharisees refused to see true light that was before them. They would soon lose what little light they had.
When we confess Jesus as Lord and begin to follow Him in our life there will be a cost. (John 9:34) What side do you choose? Are you holding on to some doubt or fear that prevents you from truly yielding your will to the living Savior? Consider the difference between what you now have spiritually, to what you could have in Christ. Christ provides unconditional love, personal companionship, and the knowledge of being filled with the presence of the Living God, able and sufficient to meet all your needs. (See Philippians 3:8, Luke 12:8.)
JOHN - CHAPTER 10
1. What are some differences between a true shepherd and a false one?
2. Is it true from this chapter that all religions lead to God? (See also John 14:6, Acts 4:12.)
3. How does John 10:16 apply to our lives today?
4. List the privileges and promises found in this chapter which apply to those who are Jesus' sheep.
5. Those who did not wish to hear Jesus prepared to stone Him. What do people today do to get rid of Jesus when they don't want to hear His claims?
JOHN - CHAPTER 10
Remember the phrase "I tell you the truth," is always used to correct a misunderstanding or to advance a new thought.
In this chapter Jesus reveals Himself as the Good Shepherd. In the mideast, sheep were not bred so much for food but more for their wool. The shepherd protected his sheep from many dangers they would face. In the hills were wild animals, cliffs, and robbers. The shepherd always led his sheep and protected them with his rod. The shepherd talked to his sheep, and they grew to know and trust his voice. If someone else called to them, they would run away because they knew the voice of their true shepherd. Read Psalm 23 in the light of seeing Jesus as our true shepherd.
The word "saved" is an abused cliche in our Christian vocabulary, but an essential word of the faith. Most of us, because of pride and self-will, never like to admit we are lost and in need of a savior. To understand the Gospel is to realize that we in our own strength, goodness, or will can never enter the gates of heaven.
Here are the characteristics of the Good Shepherd:
1- Knows His sheep
2- His sheep know Him
3- The Shepherd knows God
4- Dies for His sheep
5- Seeks gentle sheep that follow His example, they learn from the shepherd
6- Loved by the Father
7- Always had His resurrection in mind
At the cross Jesus was the savior of the world. At the cross Jesus gave His life as a full and complete payment for the sin of the world. At the cross we must surrender our will, realizing we are incapable of paying for our sin, that only Jesus, our sinless Savior, could pay the price. It is when we claim the death and resurrection of Jesus as the payment for our sin that we are forgiven and saved.
God's sheep hear the voice of Jesus calling them to eternal life. (See John 10:10.) God created us in His image with an inner sense of eternity. Jesus claims He has the power to give eternal life. Do you hear Him calling to you? Jesus clearly states who He is in verse 30, "I and the Father are one."
Jesus is the unique Son of God who has dwelt with God from eternity. This is the crux of faith, the core of Christianity! Without Jesus being divine we have no savior.
There is a logical progression of faith or unbelief. Either Jesus is who He claimed to be or He is a liar and not capable of His claims. Each of us will be called to choose. We are not given the option of indifference. Which side have you chosen? Are you ready to receive what He will give you, with thanksgiving, in expectancy and assurance of salvation?
We cannot come to Jesus and still cherish sin in our heart. The Lord will not listen to someone who wants to come to Him on his own terms. If you are seeking to know Jesus and want to have the assurance of eternal life with Him, ask Him right now! Ask Jesus to cleanse you from your sin. Tell Him that you believe He is the Son of God sent down from the Father as a payment for the sin of the world and, most specifically, yours. Tell Him you believe in His resurrection and the power He has to enable you to live a life for Him as His child. Tell Him you want to follow and obey His leadership in your life. Ask Him for the power of His Holy Spirit to so fill your heart that you are a new person. Thank Him, for now you belong to Him. Praise be to God! (Reread John 10:27-30.)
JOHN - CHAPTER 11
1. From verses 21-28, give the steps of belief which Martha took in confident confession of her faith in Jesus.
2. What difficult decision did Martha have to make in order to prove her active faith in Jesus and to cooperate with Him before Lazarus could be raised? (See verses 39-41)
3. What reason does Jesus give for praying in public to His Father before raising Lazarus? (See verses 41-42)
4. What were the different effects of this miracle on those who witnessed it? How does verse 40 apply to us today? (See verses 40-54)
5. Why was the Sanhedrin upset about the reaction of the people? (See verse 48) What was their main concern?
JOHN - CHAPTER 11
In chapter 1 1 we see what many people consider to be Jesus' greatest miracle. When Jesus heard that Lazarus was ill, He stayed where He was for two more days. Our Lord never yielded to human pressure so that He was hurried, worried, or tense. He knew the will of His Father and was prepared for a greater work than would have been accomplished if He had immediately gone to heal Lazarus. Sometimes what we consider a "good" solution or idea becomes the enemy of what is the best solution from God. Verse 4 teaches us that God's answers give Him glory and are therefore ultimately in our best interest also. Do you wait on the Lord's will and timing in your life?
To walk by day (as used in John 1 1) is to walk by God's will. If you have committed your life to Christ, it is not dangerous to live by God's will, for no one can touch those who are in His will. What a comfort to know our sovereign God is in control, and has our days numbered.
In this chapter we see the devotion and courage of Thomas. Are we as willing as "doubting Thomas" to follow Jesus even if it means our lives are affected? In verse 22 Martha shows her trust in Jesus when she says, "even now God will give you what you ask." Jesus then reveals Himself to Martha saying, "I am the resurrection and the life."
In verse 33-35 we see that Jesus was grieved and angry at what sin and death had brought into this world. ("Deeply moved" in the Greek translation means anger.) Jesus was angry at the consequences of sin seen in Lazarus' death and the mourners’ grief. It was because of sin that death entered the world. It is by the blood of Jesus that it is conquered. (Look at Hebrews 2:14-15)
The Lord always involves someone in His work. Martha had to risk personal embarrassment by rolling away the stone from her dead brother's grave in order to obey Jesus. Jesus wanted her complete cooperation. "Believe and you will see the glory of God," Jesus told her. Though she did not know what would happen, she did believe His promise.
Imagine the scene as Lazarus walked over to his friend Jesus! Lazarus' life was not his own anymore. (See Ephesians 4:22-24) Each of us has been bought with a price, the blood of our Savior. We who believe in Christ have a new life. To fully live that life, it is essential to take off the bandages of the grave (holding on to the guilt of past sin). When Jesus sets you free, you are free indeed!
The raising of Lazarus further divided the people into two groups, those who believed that Jesus was the Messiah and those who refused to believe.
JOHN - CHAPTER 12
1. This chapter is divided into four parts. Try to give the main idea or theme of each section (1) John 12:1-11 (2) John 12:12-19 (3) John 12 :2036 (4) John 12:37-50. (Example: John 12:1-11 As Mary shows her love for Jesus, Judas displays his resentment.)
2. What risk and cost did Mary take in showing her love to Jesus?
3. Why was Lazarus' life or testimony so powerful in the Jewish community? Why do you think the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus?
4. From verses 25-26, what difficulties and blessings are present for the person who chooses to follow and serve Jesus?
5. What does John 12:35-36 mean to you personally?
JOHN - CHAPTER 12
The raising of Lazarus brought our Lord's ministry to its climax. There is now a transition from Jesus' public revelation to the world to a period of personal and individual considerations of the claims of Jesus.
In each of our lives a point of decision is inevitable. Tentative belief must become true commitment just as unbelief must also commit. The key phrase in this chapter is "the hour has come." Mary anoints Jesus for His burial, now He retreats to prepare His disciples for the coming days.
It is six days before Passover. The resurrection of Lazarus had caused people to come to Jesus. Mary had seen more deeply than most the full extent of His love in the raising of her brother. Mary shows her devotion to Jesus in an extravagant expression of love and honor. She did not count the cost of money or embarrassment as she anointed Him with perfume. The human heart of Jesus was deeply touched by her act of kindness. Judas' response was quite the opposite. He tried to crush Mary's spirit of love and sacrifice with his rebuke. He also demonstrated his own feelings that Jesus was unworthy of such an extravagant gift. His greed and selfish ambition would soon be revealed. He knew that under such a master He would never get rich or have the position of authority he expected.
Never had Jesus been so popular. Crowds claimed Him king. The outside world was seeking Him (the Greeks). Only He and His Father knew that it was in His death that He would accomplish His purpose: payment for our sins, resurrection to His proper place of authority at the right hand of God, and the giving of the Holy Spirit to all who would believe.
It is not God's will that any should perish. (see 1 Timothy 2:4, 2 Peter 3:9.) However, only two choices are open to us. Either you see yourself and your sins judged and forgiven by the cross, or refuse to believe in your need for a savior. Those who reject Jesus either see themselves without sin, do not care that they sin, or believe they can justify their sin. They do not seem to understand that to refuse the words of Jesus as found in the New Testament is to side in judgment against Him with all the unbelievers of every age.
The prince of this world is a title given by Jesus to the devil. The battle lines were drawn. Jesus was prepared and ready to follow the will of His Father which would lead to the cross. Satan egotistically thought that he would be able to defeat Jesus. When Jesus died upon the cross, our sins were laid upon Him. Satan lost his power over people who come to put their faith in Jesus because of the work that was accomplished at the cross.
Each of us will face our hour of decision. Unfortunately many people today allow complacency to be their decision. They end up rejecting Jesus by choosing not to chose. To have salvation we must be fully identified with Christ's sacrifice at the cross. The fact that He died cleanses me of my sin. To fully surrender is to identify with Christ's way of life, that is, God's will not mine. It is a form of death in that you die to your will and live for Christ. To many this is a very scary concept for we imagine that we will lose our individuality and our personality will no longer be ours. In truth our death to self does not result in losing who we are. Actually we are completed in Jesus to be the fully developed person God created!
The most powerful thing in our life is opportunity. It is also the most irretrievable. It is a wonderful gift from God to be able to recognize one's "hour" when it comes. Pray to Jesus that He will give you a clearness of vision and a heart willing to seek and serve the Lord. Our ultimate goal in life is to work not for the things of this world, but the things of God. We must deliberately choose to appropriate, by faith, the life and death of Jesus. Unfortunately many choose not to do so. The reason for their choice is spelled out clearly in John 12:43 "for they loved the praise from men more than the praise from God."
JOHN - CHAPTER 13
1. What lesson did you learn from Jesus' washing the feet of his disciples?
Remember also that Jesus washed the feet of Judas knowing who he was and what he would do.
2. Explain what you think Jesus meant in John 13:7.
3. What is the command that Jesus gives us in John 13:34-35? How could you implement this command?
4. How do the words remorse, regret, and genuine repentance differ to you?
5. How could you serve others this week in the manner Jesus exhibited?
JOHN - CHAPTER 13
This chapter begins just before Passover. In this chapter Jesus will teach his disciples the full extent of His love. When Jesus humbled Himself to wash His disciple's feet, it was in full knowledge of His own greatness. Jesus demonstrates the concept of servant leadership. In eastern culture it is the duty of the slave to remove the sandals. There wasn't a servant present to do that duty. Jesus waited to see who would take the leadership role of service to others. When none of the disciples took on the task, Jesus took the place they deemed beneath them. In verses 6-10 Peter didn't submit in obedience to what he couldn't understand. Peter hadn't yet experienced the principle of being washed by Jesus at the cross for the cleansing of his sin. It is the washing of our sin that we must seek from Him. It is only because of what He has done for us at the cross, His cleansing us from our sins, that enables us to humbly serve others in our home, church and community.
In the Jewish custom, eating was a sign of true friendship. Yet there was one disciple who was a hypocrite (13:18), thief (12:6), and soon to be, traitor. Judas had deceived everyone but Jesus. Judas believed Jesus was the political Messiah that most of the Jewish world had been expecting. He thought that when Messiah became King, he (Judas) would have a position of power and authority. Judas didn't care about the poor. (John 12:5-6.) He no longer desired to be associated with this group that was never going to assume the authority he wanted. He knew the Jewish leaders were looking for Jesus and His disciples. Judas decided to save his own life, but lost it for eternity. There is a great difference between remorse and repentance. Judas felt remorse at what he had done, but he never repented (to ask for forgiveness). When Judas took his own life in Matthew 17:1-10 he demonstrated his unbelief, for at that moment he closed the door to reconciliation. After Judas left, Jesus could instruct the disciples in how they were to live, to be a witness to the truth, and bear fruit in a hostile world. John 13:31-17:26 are the last words of Jesus to His disciples. Jesus calls the disciples "my children" in 13:33 to show His deep affection and yearning for them. Jesus condemned false human glory in verses 37-38. Jesus wanted them to understand that true belief in Him actually involves making Him Lord of one's life.
JOHN - CHAPTER 14
1. How does the phrase in 14:17 "will be in you" promise a future change in the disciples relationship with Jesus?
2. What three names are given in this passage to the Holy Spirit? Give the way in which each name reveals a different aspect of His person or His work?
3. What do you think "that day" refers to in John 14:20?
4. How was the world going to learn that Jesus loved the Father and does what He commands?
5. Write down what you are going to ask God for. Pray for those things that are on your heart.
JOHN - CHAPTER 14
In Chapter 14 we see Jesus preparing His disciples for life without His physical presence among them. The disciples were gripped with fear. They had given up everything to follow Him. If He left they felt they would have nothing. Jesus gives them his answer to their fears in John 14:1-4: They must not be troubled, rather they must trust in God. They were asked to replace depression and despair with belief and hope. The disciples were asked to trust in the work of Jesus and in the one whom Jesus would send.
If you are a believer, you know that the return of Jesus enables the Christian to live in confidence in the difficult circumstances of today. You know that eternal life not only has fulfillment in the future but also in the present. We replace our fear of death with reliance on the source of life. Nothing, not even death, should trouble you or me, except personal sin. (See Ephesians 1:18). You know that the Holy Spirit will guide you and comfort you today and everyday.
In verse 6 Jesus states His true purpose: "I am the way, the truth and the life." In verse 9 Jesus clearly tells Philip who He is. Jesus is the only way to salvation. He is truly God in the flesh speaking God's words: Jesus is forgiveness, abundant life, and eternal life.
Jesus knew that only in His death and resurrection could He send the Holy Spirit that would enable the disciples to do the same work which He did. They would accomplish even greater work. (Even greater refers to the number of future believers.) However, they could not accomplish this without the Holy Spirit's help.
John 14:16 contains a reference to the Trinity. "And I will ask the Father and He will give you another Counselor who will be with you forever." "I" is separate from the "Father." The counselor is a person separate from both Father and Son. The Trinity cannot be fully understood with our finite minds, yet there are verses in Scripture that show the plural yet singular aspects of God. Genesis 1:26 says, "Then God said, Let us make man in our image." Duet. 6:4 is "The Lord is one." John 14:10 says "I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me." l Corinthians 13:14 states "May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all." God the Father is seen as the planner. God the Son executed God's design, and God the Holy Spirit makes Scripture alive and meaningful, giving us the power to live as Christ would. We need a helper to read Scripture. Ask Jesus for the help of the Holy Spirit as you study John. The Holy Spirit communicates Himself to the person who chooses to receive the objective truth of God's revelation in the Bible. The disciples only had Jesus with them, never in them during Jesus' earthly ministry. When we claim the promises of Jesus in our own lives, He comes and indwells us with His Spirit.
In John 14:19 we see the essence of the teaching of Jesus, "Because I live, you also will live." How do we show God we love Him? By knowing His Word and obeying it. (Read Revelation 3:20 with John 14:23.) In John 14:27 Jesus says "I give you my peace." Jesus gives the peace of eternal life and the peace of the indwelling presence of Himself. He knew the disciples would have trouble pitted against the world system controlled by the secret power of lawlessness (Satan). He asked them to refuse to be troubled, anxious, or indulge themselves by dwelling on foreboding thoughts or circumstances. "If you love me, you would be glad," He said in verse 28. Jesus was asking His disciples what He asks each of us, "Do you trust me?"
Jesus knew the battle that He would face with the "prince of this world." Jesus was about to meet Satan in mortal combat at Gethsemane and Calvary. Jesus fully understood the dimensions of the battle that was about to occur. Our Lord had no weak spots for Satan to attack. John 14:30 says "He has no hold on me, but the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me." Jesus never really looked on His tormentors, only upon the will of His Father. The result of His victory means Jesus will never lose any who are redeemed by the power of His blood.
Are you sure that Jesus is now within you through the person of the Holy Spirit? See John 14:17, Romans 8:9, and Ephesians 1:13-14. If not, He may be knocking. To open your heart to Jesus is to be willing to see Him as the way, the truth and the life, to see ourselves worthy of eternal life, not on the basis of who we are or what we have done, but because of His love. If you want to have Him live in your heart, all you have to do is ask. Do not worry about feelings, or 'experience.' Faith must act on the knowledge of God's promise and desire of your heart. The 'feelings' will come sooner or later after the deliberate exercise of faith found in Romans 10:10-11.
If you are a believer because you have received Jesus as Savior and Lord, are you yielding your will to Him in every part of your life? Read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, Galations 5:16, 5:22-25 and Ephesians 4:30.
JOHN - CHAPTER 15
1. What attitudes should you have to avoid being "conformed to the world"
in God's sight?
2. What two witnesses are necessary in order to have fruit? (John 15:26-27, Acts 5:32)
3. Do you think Christians should try to win others to Christ by themselves
conforming to the lifestyle of those they are trying to reach? Why or why not?
4. As Christians, how can we be separate from the world, yet have an effective witness to the world?
5. Is the world's dislike of Christians always because we are like Christ?
Give some ways we can hurt the cause of Christ when we don't know or follow His will.
JOHN - CHAPTER 15
In this chapter Jesus gives us the secret of happiness and the fulfilled life. The human personality can never experience true fulfillment outside of Christ. Romans 8:29 states that we are made for God and to glorify Him. Your heart will always be restless until you find rest in God through Christ.
Jesus wanted to deliver his disciples from the futility and hopeless burden of trying to fulfill God's high standard on their own. He wanted them to understand that just as they could not save themselves by following the law, they were completely inadequate for the task that lay ahead of them. These now eleven disciples would be asked to build the Christian church, write parts of the New Testament, and evangelize the existing world. They would be bound by frustration until understanding that Christ not them was completely adequate for the task ahead. Then, as now, we must put out our hand in faith and follow Jesus' command to abide in Him. According to the measure in which we abide in Christ, we will produce the fruit of the Spirit. See Galatians 5:22. In our own strength we might become rich, and give an impression of success to others, but the ultimate test of success in life is the test of eternity. Only in and through Christ can we produce works that will last.
As we follow Christ we will come to understand: It is a privilege to be a co-laborer with Christ. In order to labor for Christ, we must know what His will is. Today we remain in Christ when we read and apply His Words in the Bible. We show people to Christ by our love. We cannot love others with our own strength. We must give up trying and yield expectantly to Him. See John 15:12-14. If you believe in Christ, He calls you His friend. See John 15:15. When we abide in Christ, we also have the promise that we can ask God for anything, because our will becomes God's will!
To share in Christ's work we must also be willing to share in some of Christ's rejection. If you as a Christian are experiencing no persecution, it could mean that you are not making a difference for Christ. Jesus experienced hostility in this world as all Christians will when you follow Him. However, beware of thinking you are being persecuted for your belief, when in fact you may be obnoxious or over-demanding. When we do face persecution it must be for Christ's sake. When we are linked with God's will, our lives will demonstrate love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, goodness and self control. Being a Christian does not mean we live critical, unsympathetic, lazy, dull, boring or joyless lives. We are each going to stand before a Holy God. Let us remember an old epitaph, "Only one life, 'twill soon be past, only what's done for Christ will last!"
JOHN - CHAPTER 16
1. If you could choose between having Jesus with you as he was with the
disciples or having Jesus as we have Him today, which would you choose?
Why?
2. Explain what "convicted of sin" means to you.
3. How would you explain the difference in approach between a person
seeking after truth and a person asking the Holy Spirit to guide him/her into
all truth? John 16:12-13
4. How does the Holy Spirit take the things of Christ and show them to the believer?
5. What difference would it make in your life if you took Jesus' statement in John 16:33 to heart?
JOHN - CHAPTER 16
Much of what is considered Christianity today is based on heresy. People have exchanged the truth of God, as found in the Bible, for their own personal interpretation of who and what they think God should be.
In this chapter we see Jesus telling His disciples that they will face hostility in this world. While He was with them, He countered the hostility and had it directed to Himself. However, now He was going to leave. He did not want them to let unexpected opposition shake their faith. When Jesus told them "It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you," the disciples became depressed. They could not even ask, "Where are you going?" They could not understand that on earth Jesus was confined by time and space, but through the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, He can be with each of us always. (See Matthew 28:20)
From verses 8-11 we read the work of the Holy Spirit is to convict the
world of:
1.) Sin-- We will recognize we are sinners in the eyes of a Holy God, and in
need of a Savior.
2.) Righteousness-- The Holy Spirit convicts people that the words of God are true. It is the Holy Spirit who enables us to confess with our mouth and believe in our hearts that Jesus is Lord. (See Romans 10:9-10) 3.) Judgment-- There will be a judgment. Either one believes that he is a sinner and comes to Jesus acknowledging His sin asking for forgiveness, gratefully receiving God's Savior, or one remains under judgment and awaits the final judgment by God without a savior.
Romans 16:23 states that the punishment for sin is death. There is only one sin which cannot be forgiven. That sin is the rejection of Jesus, the one who died to remove man's guilt and sin.
It is through the Holy Spirit that Jesus is exalted as Lord in our heart and life. (See 1 Corinthiansl2:3) The Holy Spirit does not glorify Himself but glorifies Jesus. Jesus becomes more and more real in our hearts as we apply His Words in our daily life. The Holy Spirit enables us to live them and gives power to communicate them to others. The believer is able to pray with confidence using the name of God's beloved Son who is our Savior and Lord. It is impossible to be neutral about the need for a Savior. Either we choose the way of the cross, or the way of separation and death. When you are in Christ you are never alone, for God is with you. Take heart, the victory is secure in Him! (See John 16:33 and 1 John 4:4)
JOHN - CHAPTER 17
1. Try to explain why we do not worship the Bible itself but cannot worship God except through the Bible?
2. What are some dangers believers face? How does God protect the believer from danger?
3. What do you think is Jesus' most important statement in John 17 about His love for His own?
4. Do you believe you are valued by Jesus? Explain why or why not.
5. Reread John 17 and put your name in each verse in which He speaks of His own.
JOHN - CHAPTER 17
John 17 is sometimes called the "High Priestly Prayer" of our Lord Jesus Christ. This prayer is for all who believed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ then,who believe now, and all who are yet to believe. It is for those He calls His own whom God has given Him. Jesus' prayer must be seen through the words of John 16:32-33 as He prepared His disciples for His departure. When Jesus said, "I have overcome the world," He spoke in faith. Jesus sees God's work already accomplished. The final battle still lay before Him, yet He was completely assured of the victory.
Jesus' mission on earth was first to reveal the glory of the person of God. God is glorified by people who are changed into Christ's likeness. If the disciples and all believers are going to overcome the world, they must have the supernatural keeping power of God. Our Lord prays for us to know and have this power. Only in proportion as believers are made perfect in oneness with God, Jesus, and one another will the world recognize that God indeed sent Jesus into the world. Like a parent Jesus prays to preserve us from evil, and enable us to complete our mission to the world. Our power to convince the world is in the oneness of the believers of Jesus Christ.
Do not confuse the oneness for which Jesus prayed with the oneness of a universal church. He was not praying for a oneness in organization. He was praying for a oneness of belief. Jesus is equal with God. God's purpose in sending Jesus was to redeem us from our sins by His sacrifice on the cross. Jesus ascended into heaven in His human body, and when we believe in Him we have eternal life. There can only be an inner oneness with one another as each person is one with Jesus and God.
Jesus prayed not to protect them from physical harm but to protect them from the harm of sin. What separates the believer from the world is the believer's holiness as found in Christ. Christ's holiness is given to all believers at the point of conversion. Once we have placed our faith in Him, we should never be anxious concerning keeping our salvation. God is able and faithful to keep us true to Himself.
Jesus had accomplished His aim that His disciples, "know that God sent Jesus" as His unique representative. In verse 5 see the confidence and intimacy which existed between Father and Son even before the foundation of the earth. Jesus looked not only to the cross, but also to His resurrection. We also must see our future. We share in Christ's destiny and glory in heaven. We will be with Jesus forever in eternity. The cross is the complete manifestation of God's glory as it reveals His goodness and love to the utmost. This glory is only complete when that love is accepted and reproduced in people's lives through the gift of eternal life. Eternal life is a gift. Jesus Christ is the only one who has the authority to give it. Eternal life includes a person to person relationship with God.
Next to God Himself, there is nothing greater than the Word which reveals God. It is the Bible that is the source of absolute truth. In accepting the Bible as the revealed Word of God, we come to understand the truth of John 17:8. It is by faith in the words and the speaker that we come to know God and our own inheritance. To know God is to know that He not only accepts you, but that He treasures you as a most precious possession.
Jesus knew the struggles and hardships His disciples would have to endure. You can hear the sympathy in His words, that His dear loved ones were still caught up in the thick of the battle. Jesus knew that if He stayed with them physically they would not have the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. It was this gift of the counselor that would enable them to stand boldly in the face of hardship, persecution, and death. Think of the powerful work that they would accomplish. Through the testimony of these men, a great harvest continues to be repeated from every age of people whom God has drawn to Jesus. The disciples and all believers are strengthen to withstand all the power of Hell because Jesus is there to strengthen us.
When we are united to Christ in God, we are also bound by strong eternal cords to one another. There is no room for prejudice of race, status, or intellect. The words, "I want" in John 17:24 are very emphatic and used nowhere else by Jesus. To have an awareness of God's love for us individually and fullness of joy through the Holy Spirit is the highest answer of this prayer of Jesus.
JOHN - QUESTIONS 18
1. In John 18, how do we know Christ suffered voluntarily?
2. How does Jesus show His love for His disciples? How does He show His love for His Father?
3. What do you think would be the hardest thing for Jesus to endure when He was arrested?
4. When Pilate asked Jesus "What is truth?" he never waited for an answer. In your own words write how you would answer that question.
5. Do you take sides by your actions (or silence) with those who refuse the
deity of Jesus of Nazareth? By faith, do you stand with Him in our current battle for the heart and mind of His people? How are you serving in the cause of Christ?
JOHN - CHAPTER 18
In chapters 18 -19 the humiliation and death of the Son of God is not the predominate theme of these most sacred chapters. Jesus Christ's courage, dignity, obedience, concern for others, and unswerving faith in the Father are what shine through. Jesus is not a victim of circumstances over which He had no control. The cross became His victory symbol as He triumphed over evil for all mankind.
As this chapter develops we begin to understand, Jesus is not the only one on trial. Each person must make a choice. Is Jesus who he claimed to be or is he a liar? We can either stand with Jesus or stand with the world. However, that choice has eternal consequences. In this trial we watch the choice of Pilate, the people, and ourselves.
This chapter opens with Jesus seeking the will of His Father in prayer. His prayer (as ours should be) was meant to nourish His inner life. This prayer was not meant to change external circumstances, but to show His followers how to sharpen their internal dependence on the only true source of strength. Jesus knew that He would win the victory through prayer. However, the disciples slept. In the years to come, how they must have wished they had been more support for Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. When He arose from prayer, He was prepared for the events that would follow. John records that the soldiers were felled by the speech of Jesus Christ, God in human form. We must understand it was not in weakness that He went to the cross, but to complete His Father's will.
Annas was the father of Caiaphas. Four of Annas' sons had become high priests. However, he was the power behind His sons. Annas made his living by subtle forms of extortion. He practiced the fleecing of worshipers in the temple tax, the selling of animals, and the changing of coins. Jesus cleansed the temple twice, once at the beginning of His earthly ministry and the second time near the end. When Jesus chased the money changers out of the temple He was hitting Annas and Caiaphas where it hurt, in their pocketbook.
There were several trials between midnight and the crucifixion at 9:00 a.m.; The religious trials of Annas, Caiaphas, and the Sanhedrin, the political trials of Pilate, Herod, and the people. These trials were not only a mockery of justice but also to Jewish law.
(1) Jewish law decreed that the Sanhedrin could not meet before daybreak. (2) Annas should have held the man who hit Jesus in contempt of court. (3) In Leviticus 21:10 it states that it is unlawful for a priest to rend his clothes. (4) Not all the members of the Sanhedrin were present at the trial, only enough for a quorum. In John 18:20-21 Jesus was instructing them to obtain their evidence in the proper and legal way.
In this chapter we also see the denial of Jesus by Peter. Often we are apt to emphasize the shame of Peter's denial and forget his courage in the garden. He stood boldly against the Roman division of soldiers. The usual number of soldiers in a Roman division was 600. It is believed that probably a third of that number was sent to the garden that night. Before we judge the actions of Peter, we must first consider how many times you or I have suffered humiliation because of loyalty to Jesus. How often have you or I denied Jesus with our silence? Read Luke 22:60-62. When Jesus saw Peter, He looked at him. He knew Peter's heart and what he would become. That look broke Peter's heart. He left the courtyard in tears of brokenness and repentance. It is in the character of brokenness, when we see ourselves through the eyes of Jesus, it is then that Jesus can truly work in our lives.
The Lord Jesus Christ, God of glory, creator and ruler of the universe had never known a restraining hand. He allowed Himself to be humiliated in order for you and I, prisoners bound by our sin, fears, and circumstances to be forever set free by Him. Have you thanked Him for what it cost Him to set you free? Will you deliberately choose to be conformed to His image and submit to the circumstances of God's choice for you?
JOHN - QUESTIONS 19
1. Pilate knew as a judge what he should have done. In the spirit of compromise to save 
his own Position, Pilate makes several attempts to free Jesus. How did Pilate's attempts 
to compromise cause Jesus even more pain? How do our attempts to compromise our 
faith hurt others?
2. For what reasons did Pilate choose not to believe in the person and statements of Jesus?
3. What does "It is finished" mean to you?
4. Do you think Nicodemus became a believer in Jesus Christ? Tell why or why not.
5. What opportunities has God given you to believe in Jesus? How have you responded?
JOHN - CHAPTER 19
The death of Jesus Christ is the fulfillment in history of the very mind and intent of God. There is no place for seeing Jesus Christ as a martyr. His death was the very reason He came. In chapter 19 Pilate was presented with a choice of either recognition or rejection of who Jesus was. The truth of Jesus will always move people into two groups, those who recognize truth and those who reject truth. Pilate's action (of walking away) after his cynical question of John 18:38 showed his contempt for the truth. He asked the question "What is truth?" but never waited for the answer. If he had kept his heart open Jesus would have answered his question.
Pilate did not find Jesus a threat and wanted to dismiss the trial but couldn't. Pilate chose to have Jesus scourged to satisfy His blood-thirsty accusers. (To be scourged meant to be whipped 49 times with a long leather whip studded with bits of lead and sharp bones. Most people lost consciousness, some died, some went insane.) This compromise resulted in far more suffering for Jesus. Compromise with truth ultimately leads to a worse situation even though at the time it looks like the lesser of two evils.
In the words of John 19:5, Pilate expresses a truth of great significance, "Here is the man." Jesus represents the new covenant, the last Adam, our source of strength and salvation.
In John 19:9 Pilate asked, "Where do you come from?" Jesus gave him no answer. There comes a time when God's Spirit no longer contends with men. (See Genesis 6:3, 6:13.) Jesus had already clearly stated who He was and where He had come from (see chapter 18:36-37). The terrible consequence for Pilate's refusal to listen was silence. Could it be that Jesus is silent to you because you chose not to respond to the light already given to you? We have a merciful and forgiving God, but we must seek Him open-heartedly in our desire to know Him. Plead to Him, "Lord, be not silent. Move upon me again. At any cost I will follow." Pilate chose his position, (money, a good opinion by society, his comfort) but lost eternal life. Pilate feared man more than God. Pilate refused to say "Behold, my King and my God!" We have the same choice as Pilate. God makes the same claim to us as we read Scripture. We can choose Jesus as our King and Savior or choose to crucify Him. There is a cost to be paid on either hand. In John 19:16 we see the choice of the chief priests, "We have no king but Caesar." Who have you chosen?
Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read "JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS." This sign was written in three languages. The Jewish leaders wanted Pilate to change the sign, but he refused to yield. He was weak in his response to the truth but strong when it touched personal pride. Because of his unwillingness to respond to the truth, Pilate's name in every age is a name of shame. What will our names be in the annals of eternity?
When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took all that he owned, his clothes and undergarments. Jesus suffered by taking the sins of the world upon himself, the pain of the crucifixion, and the humiliation of public exposure. Near the cross stood four women along with John. Mary the mother of James and John, Mary Magdalene, who had been possessed by seven demons, (See Mark 16:9 Luke 8:2), Mary the mother of Jesus, and His sister. In John 19:26 Jesus in His agony continued to have compassion on those he loved and committed His mother to John, for His brothers did not believe yet.
The consequences of the eternal battle that was waged at the cross are still present today. If Jesus had even once opened His mind to the emotions of doubt concerning His resurrection and triumph, it would have been sin. Sin would have rendered His sacrifice void. Satan wanted Jesus to come down from the cross, but Jesus never once doubted His Father's promise. He knew the victory was His. The battle was won the night before in prayer. Jesus continues to fulfill the prophecies of Scripture with the words "I am thirsty." (See Psalm 69:21) The solders used the hyssop plant to give Jesus a drink. (See Exodus 12:22 and Hebrews 9:19 for other references to the hyssop plant.) The greatest note of triumph ever sounded in the ears of a startled universe are the words "It is finished!" (John 19:30). Those are the final words in the redemption of humankind. His victory was won. His life was not taken from Him. He gave it up freely.
Only John records the piercing of Jesus, the sudden flow of blood and water. Jesus spoke of Himself as the living water to the woman at the well. In Hebrews 9:22 we see that "without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness." In Revelation 1:5 we read that Jesus Christ loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood. We have the choice of refusing to believe that this blood was shed for our sins, or come to trust by faith that His sacrifice is sufficient for our salvation. It was completed at the cross.
JOHN - CHAPTER 20
1. What did Jesus do to cause Mary to know Him? Has Jesus ever called you by name?
2. Why is it important to know that Jesus' actual body was resurrected? Give several proofs that He gave His disciples.
3. How does John 20:22 remind you of Genesis 2:7?
4. In what ways was Thomas proud and stubborn? In what ways are you being proud and stubborn, demanding that God reveal Himself to you according to your terms?
5. How did Thomas leap from the lowest rung of faith among the disciples to full acknowledgement of Christ's deity?
JOHN - CHAPTER 20
John chapter 20 records the resurrection of Jesus. It is this resurrection which is the prevailing theme of all the disciples' preaching. That Jesus Christ is Lord and God raised Him from the dead is the message of salvation. (See Romans 10:9.) The disciples were good, honest men who died unthinkable deaths in proclaiming this truth. Why would they blaspheme if it were not true that Jesus Christ had been raised from the dead? They had seen the risen Christ! They were willing to give their lives for that truth.
When Mary told the disciples the stone had been removed from the entrance, the disciples ran to the tomb. John (the disciple that Jesus loved) was the first to arrive and look inside. Peter entered and saw the linen lying flat as if the body evaporated. (See John 20:6-7.) The head wrap retained its fold. (See Psalm 16:10). Enemies or thieves would not have unwrapped the corpse and taken a naked body.
The privilege of being among the first to talk to the resurrected Jesus carried with it responsibility. It is our responsibility also to share the Good News. Our Lord never meant for us to keep our religion to ourselves. He wants to reveal Himself to others through us. Jesus now calls his disciples by a new title. He said to Mary "Go instead to my brothers and tell them I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God."
When Jesus appeared to His disciples, He said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." The definition of peace is said to be the conscious possession of adequate resource. The Lord's commission is a commission of peace, not strain. It is because of Christ's resurrection we know our work for the Lord cannot be lost. Everyone who deliberately moves into the world to give out the message of Jesus cannot fail to meet with pressure, scoffing, and unbelief. You are sent out with prayers (See John 17) and the Holy Spirit.
Understanding is always accomplished through the Holy Spirit. When the Holy Spirit enters a person, there is a new creation. The believing part of faith to receive or yield to Christ and have Him dwell within us is not passive. It implies choice to receive. (See Matthew 13:23, John 1:12, John 12:48, and Acts 2:38.)
Thomas' pride of unbelief and disdain for what the disciples had told him set him up for a humiliating fall. His faith was so self-centered in John 20:25-27 that he needed a demonstration. Jesus bid Thomas to make his life choice between stubborn abstinence and faith. In John 20:28 Thomas moves from faithlessness to the highest confession of faith, "My Lord and my God." Jesus addresses each of us through Thomas in 20:29. "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." Thomas probably never did put his hands into Jesus' hands and sides. When Jesus reached out in love to Thomas he responded in a humble confession of faith. Jesus reaches out to each of us through His Word. Do we respond with pride and stubbornness or a humble confession of faith in Jesus as our Lord and Savior?
In the conclusion of this chapter, John 20:30-31, John states the reason he wrote this Gospel. "Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name."
JOHN - CHAPTER 21
1. Compare the personality of John and Peter in chapter 21 or from any other reading. What qualities of each do you see in yourself?
2. Why do you think Jesus questioned Peter in front of the others. If Jesus were speaking to you, what questions do you think He would ask?
3. How could the Lord's rebuke of Peter, in asking about John, be applied to Christians today?
4. List what you consider to be the three aims of John's Gospel.
5. In what ways have these aims been accomplished in your life as you have studied the book of John?
JOHN - CHAPTER 21
Chapter 21 is an epilogue to the book of John. As the disciples waited for what would happen next, Peter wanted to go back to what he knew, fishing. (John 21:3) Peter and the disciples caught nothing until they listened to the voice of Jesus. When they listened in obedience to His instructions, their nets were full. When we listen and depend on the Lord we will experience His power and His provision of personal need. Each of us is called to live expecting in faith to receive the fruit He promised. When we know Christ we are fishers of men, not in our own strength or wisdom, but in His.
Three times by a charcoal fire Peter had denied Jesus. (See Mark 14:29.) Three times by this breakfast fire Jesus would restore Peter. He would become the disciple of power and authority that we see in Acts 2:14-41, where three thousand people were converted to belief in Christ in one day. This public restoration fitted Peter for leadership. He now realized his own weakness. Never again did Peter boast that he loves Jesus more than these. The Lord was strengthening his inner spirit so that he would have a clear understanding of what the Lord would call him to do. He would become the spiritual leader and spokesman of this new faith. Peter once said he would die for Christ and history tells us that he literally did. A disciple of Christ has a spiritual freedom which is based upon a total obedience to his chosen Master and Lord. Peter's fears and failures would soon be replaced with the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. (See Acts 2.) Peter's courage would become one of his outstanding characteristics.
When in verse 20 Peter saw John following them, he asked, "Lord, what about him?" Jesus guides Peter, and us, to an understanding that our walk with Christ is individual. It is as if He said, "You follow me, don't worry about John." We must not look to others, only to Christ. Our Lord has a personal relationship with each one of His children and a separate path for each.
In our own strength and understanding we can never come to God. That is why He sent His Son to die upon a cross for our sins. Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the unique Son of God? Have you received life through His name? If not, call to Him, for He has called you through the study of His Word. If you have yielded your spirit to His Lordship, then we, as Peter, are called by Jesus to "Feed my sheep," not in our strength, but in His. Jesus' words to Peter in verse 19 speak to you and me as well, "Follow Me!"


